Almost 7 million in Bay Area locked down 


People in six counties around San Francisco are ordered to “shelter in place” in their homes. “These measures will be 
disruptive,” San Francisco Mayor London Breed said. But she urged people to stay calm. Inside in Nation’s Health 
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Ohio’s bid 
to suspend 
primary is 
rejected 


Three other states plan 
to head to polls today 


Rebecca Morin 
USA TODAY 


WASHINGTON - A judge late Mon- 
day denied Ohio Gov. Mike DeWine’s 
request to delay Tuesday’s primary 
until June because of the coronavirus 
outbreak. 

Three other states - Arizona, 
Florida, and Illinois - still plan to head 
to the polls Tuesday. Former Vice 
President Joe Biden and Sen. Bernie 
Sanders lead the Democratic race; Rep 
Tulsi Gabbard is still in the race, but 
she trails Biden and Sanders by hun- 
dreds of delegates. 

Arizona Secretary of State Kathy 
Hobbs, Florida Secretary of State Lau- 
rel Lee, Illinois Elections Board Chair- 
man Charles Scholz and Ohio Secre- 
tary of State Frank LaRose said in a 
joint statement last week that they 
were working closely “with our state 
health officials to ensure that our poll 
workers and voters can be confident 
that voting is safe.” 

“Americans have participated in 
elections during challenging times in 
the past, and based on the best infor- 
mation we have from public health of- 
ficials, we are confident that voters in 
our states can safely and securely cast 
their ballots in this election, and that 
otherwise healthy poll workers can 
and should carry out their patriotic du- 
ties on Tuesday,” the four said in the 
statement at the time. 

A look at how the four states are 
dealing with the coronavirus outbreak: 


Ohio 


Ohio has 50 confirmed cases of the 
coronavirus, also known as COVID-19. 

DeWine, the governor, had wanted 
to reschedule in-person voting in the 
primary for June 2. But DeWine did 
not have the authority to do that. 

So former Ohio Department of Ag- 
ing Director Judith Brachman filed a 
lawsuit in the Franklin County Court of 
Common Pleas. Brachman, 81, told the 
Columbus Dispatch that she wanted to 


See PRIMARIES, Page 3A 
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Go where the Irish go 
1in 10 Americans claim Irish ancestry — 
at 32.7 million, that’s nearly seven times 
the population of Ireland. Metro areas 
reporting the biggest Irish populations: 


New York: 
528,400 

Boston: 
357,200 


Los Angeles: «1 
131,600 

Washington: 
129,200 

Atlanta: 


Philadelphia: 
301,000 127,200 


Phoenix: 
103,400 
Houston: 
99,600 


Chicago: 
245,600 

Dallas: 
142,700 


SOURCE U.S. Census Bureau 
AMY BARNETTE, DAVID ANESTA/USA TODAY 


LONGER-TERM CONSIDERATIONS 


Plan to stay in longer 


Americans could be social distancing through August; 
Officials tell people to avoid gatherings of 10 or more 


Alexus Benvenutti, a cook at Columbus South High School in Columbus, Ohio, hands lunch - pepperoni pizza, salad, 
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an apple and milk - to fifth grader Amata Combs-Fuller in a meal pickup for children. School districts across Ohio and at 
least 29 other states have been ordered closed. JOSHUA A. BICKEL/USA TODAY NETWORK 
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© AS 
A medical team prepares to 

test people for COVID-19 ata 
drive-through station set up in the 
parking lot of FoundCare, a health 
center in West Palm Beach, Fla. 
GREG LOVETT/THE PALM BEACH POST 


IN OPINION 


Social distancing myths 
A Harvard epidemiologist explains 
seven things people get wrong. 


IN LIFE 


Boredom busters 
Find 100 things to do inside while 
you’re self-distancing. 


IN MONEY 


Stocks plunge again 


Dow spirals 2,999 points even 
after a new round of emergency 
steps by the Federal Reserve. 


IN SPORTS 


Living with uncertainty 


It’s comforting to imagine when 
sports will return, Dan Wolken says, 
but we just don’t know. 


ONLINE 


All the latest updates on COVID-19 
at coronavirus.usatoday.com. 


US officials ‘toughen’ guidelines 
for next 15 days to curb infection 


Michael Collins, David Jackson, John 
Fritze and Courtney Subramanian 
USA TODAY 


WASHINGTON - President Donald 
Trump said Monday that Americans 
could be hunkered down and practic- 
ing social distancing at least until July 
or August to confront the coronavirus 
pandemic. 

During a White House briefing, 
Trump was asked whether the admini- 
stration had any estimate of how 
quickly the country would “turn this 
corner.” Many Americans have been 
working from home, and states are in- 
creasingly closing schools, businesses 


and prohibiting large gatherings of 
people. 

“People are talking about July, Au- 
gust — or something like that,” Trump 
told reporters, who were spaced in ev- 
ery other seat in the White House brief- 
ing room to practice distancing. 

The president did not discuss spe- 
cific practices that would have to be im- 
plemented for that long, but the ques- 
tion was posed in terms of the steps 
that the country is currently taking. 

Trump’s remarks came as his ad- 
ministration issued new guidelines for 
Americans to follow over the next 15 


See GUIDELINES, Page 6A 


Schools, communities, businesses 
nationwide scrambling to adjust 


Mike James 
USA TODAY 


The coronavirus strengthened its 
grip on U.S. schools, businesses and 
everyday life on Monday as the Dow 
plunged another 3,000 points, airlines 
announced up to a $10 billion shortfall, 
the Supreme Court delayed oral argu- 
ments for cases, communities ordered 
widespread lockdowns and states 
shuttered bars, restaurants and gyms. 

Six counties across the Bay Area in 
California issued a “shelter in place” or- 
der for all residents, requiring roughly 
6.7 million people to stay in their homes. 

San Francisco Mayor London Breed 
urged the public to remain diligent. The 
measures will disrupt people’s lives, 
she said, “but there is no need to panic.” 
Breed also said counties could amend 
the order depending on what happens 
in the coming weeks. 

The nation’s death toll rose to 69, al- 
though global health officials acknowl- 


edge that the crisis is moving so fast 
that it has taxed their ability to keep ac- 
curate accounts. There were more than 
3,800 known cases in the U.S. as of 
Monday morning. Deaths worldwide 
are believed to have surged past 6,500. 

New York City closed its 1,900 public 
schools on Monday, a difficult decision 
made by dozens of states and cities. 
Mayor Bill de Blasio had balked at the 
move affecting more than 1 million stu- 
dents, in part because of meal plans 
that keep hundreds of thousands of 
low-income children fed. The city was 
providing “grab and go” breakfast and 
lunch at all schools. 

If there is a bright spot, it is where 
the virus began. China relaxed travel 
restrictions in and around the city of 
Wuhan on Monday, and thousands of 
workers returned to factories now 
ramping up production, the state-run 
Xinhua News Agency reported. That 
means quarantines have been effective 
in curbing the virus. 


